
From: Windward Ahupua’a Alliance [mailto:info@waa-hawaii.org]
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 3:16 PM
Subject: Bill 11 CD1 Veto Override ~ ~ij12
Aloha CouncilmembersBerg,Martin, Anderson,Chang,Kobayashi,Gabbard,Ck~o!~H~ii~moto,and
Garcia: HONOLULW HAWAII

OverthepastseveralmonthsI’ve communicatedwith membersoftheHonolulu City Councilboth in
public aswell in writing & f-2-fmeetingsaboutmy legal, economic& socialjusticeconcernswith
respectto Bill 11 CD1.

I’ve alsobeenworking with smallbusinessowners& residentsin severaldifferent communitiesall over
O’ahuabouttherolling impactsthat thisbill alongwith Bill S/Ordinance12- 02 will havewell beyond
Kailua.

In particular,Bob Twogood,who owns TWOGOODKAYAKSin Kailuaandemploys12 to 18 people
throughoutthe year,hasrequestedthat aworking groupmadeup of representativesfrom impacted
businesses,concernedresidentsfrom all nineCouncil districts, theDepartmentofParks& Recreation
aswell asthe Corporation Counsel’sOffice, the City CouncifsParks & Cultural Affairs Committee.
andthreestatedepartments- theDepartmentofHealth’s Environmental Health Division, the
DepartmentofLand andNaturalResources,andtheCoastalZone ManagementProgram in the
StateOffice of Planning be establishedto draft a proposedsetofpermitsfor commercialactivitiesin
all city parksalongby the endof2012. Othersfrom theDepartmentsofPlanning & Permitting,
Facilities Maintenance,andDesign & Construction couldalsobe included.

However,it seemsthat thereis aconcernamongstsomepeoplethat it will takeseveralyearsto get these
permitson thebooksso it would bebetterto passBill 11 CD 1 andrigorouslyenforceboth it andBill
5/Ordinance 12-02to addressthecomplexissueswhichhavebeenraised. A numberofexpertshave
statedthatthis is not agiven.

Althoughseveralcouncilmemberswho eithervotedYeswith ReservationsorYeson Bill 11 CD1 have
agreedthat thebill hasprofoundunintendedimpacts,they’vebeenforthrightaboutoverridingthe
Mayor’s vetobecausethey’reconcernedthat aNO vote will negativelyimpacttheirworking
relationshipwith its author.

ThatI canunderstandbecausetheissueasit hasevolvedoverthepastseveralmonthshasalsoimpacted
my personal,professionaland - yes- political relationshipswith severalelectedofficials. Theseofficials
feel that theonly wayto handlethecomplexissuesis to make~JJ~commercialoperations- notjust
watersports- no longerlegal in city parks& recreationalfacilities withouthavingpermits - eventhough
mostbusinessescannotapplyfor thembecausetheydon’t exist.

###########

However,what I havenotsharedwith you is theimpactthisbill if passedwill haveon my husbandand
me.

Here’sthebackstory: After severalyearsofbeingsemi-seriousastronomers,my husbandand I
establishedA GUIDED TOUR OF THE GALAXY in 1992. It focusedon makingHawai’i’s night skies
easilyaccessibleboth to local folks - especiallyyoungsters- andto visitors.Wenot only helpedthem
learnaboutthesciencebut alsoaboutastronomy’shistoryaswell asPolynesianlHawaiianculture.We

MISC. COM. 2169



took peopleall overO’ahuaswell asto Moloka’i, Kaua’i, Lana’i, Maui, andHawai’i Island.

Wepaidtaxes,gotpermits,hiredprofessionals,andactuallymadeaprofit over theyears.About 95%of
thetime,weusedstateorcountylandsto setup our telescopes.

However,asthe WindwardAhupua‘a Alliance becamemoreinvolved in publicpolicy issuesand
communityoutreachprojects,we realizedthatwecouldnot handleboth.entities.We stoppedour
GUIDED TOUR advertisingin mid-2003andturnedovereducationalrequestsfor astronomyprograms
to anotherorganizationin early2004.

We still continuedourpersonalsky-watchingso, in August,2011,wetook agroupoffriendsand
colleaguesfor ahike up Makapu‘u to seethefull moonrisingoverMoloka’i. Wetalkedabouta lot
astronomicalandcultural things thatnight.

Severalpeopleatthat eventaskedusto hold it againwhichwe’ve donethreetimessince.However,
becauseofthesomewhatchallengingwalk up thehill for somepeople,weheldtwo oftheeventsat
Kailua BeachPark andthethird one at WaimanaloBayBeachPark (Sherwoods).

Althoughwe didn’t chargeattendeesfortheseevents,whatwedid do wasto talk to severalpeopleabout
bringingA GUIDED TOUR OF THE GALAXYbackto life. And thatwould entail chargingpeoplea
small feefor theevent.
WhatBill 11 CD1, alongwith Bill 5/Ordinance 12- 02,doesis makeit impossiblefor us to setup the

businessagain.

###########

Thereareat leastsix Kailua-basedbusinesseswho employdozensofemployeeswhichwill be directly
impactedby overridingthevetoplus at least20 otherbusinesses(food service,retailers)will alsoshare
thefall-out. Moving downtheroadto thenextZipcode is simplynot financially feasibleplus these
othercommunitieshavealreadybegunto expresstheirconcerns.The generalresponsefrom officials has
beento getasimilar law passedfor theirareas.

In closing,I urgeyou to supportMayor Carlisle’svetoandto setup aworking groupto establisha
permittingprocesswhichwill addressthe legitimateconcernsofresidentswho maybe impactedby
commercialactivities.

Mahalo for takingmy argumentsinto considerationwith respectto yourvote. If youneedto speakto
medirectly, pleasecall meonmy cell phoneat 808/224-4496

Shannon
ShannonWood,President
WindwardAhupua‘a Alliance
P.O.Box 6366
Kane’ohe,HI 96744
Voicemail: 808/247-6366;Cellular: 808/223-4481or808/224-4496(personal)
Website:http://www.waa-hawaii,orgE-mail: mailto:info(2/~waa-hawaii .org


